
Easy and Simple Geranium Care Guide: Tips
for Growing Gorgeous Geraniums

Geraniums, also known as pelargoniums, are popular and easy-to-grow
flowers that add a splash of color to gardens, patios, and balconies. With
their vibrant blooms and relatively low maintenance requirements,
geraniums are a great choice for both novice and experienced gardeners.
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This comprehensive guide will provide you with all the essential information
you need to successfully grow and care for geraniums, ensuring you have
beautiful and flourishing plants that will brighten up your surroundings.

Choosing the Right Geranium Variety

There are numerous varieties of geraniums available, each with its own
unique characteristics and growth habits.

Zonal geraniums: These are the most common type of geranium,
known for their large, showy flowers and ease of care. They are
typically grown as annuals, but can be overwintered in warmer
climates.

Ivy geraniums: These geraniums feature trailing stems that make
them ideal for hanging baskets or window boxes. They produce
smaller flowers than zonal geraniums, but they bloom continuously
throughout the growing season.

Scented geraniums: These geraniums are prized for their fragrant
foliage, which can have scents such as mint, lemon, or rose. They
typically have smaller flowers and are often grown for their foliage
rather than their blooms.
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Planting Geraniums

Geraniums thrive in well-drained soil with a pH between 5.5 and 6.5. They
prefer full sun to partial shade, but can tolerate some afternoon shade in
hot climates.

When planting geraniums, dig a hole that is twice the width of the root ball
and just as deep. Place the plant in the hole and backfill with soil, gently
firming it around the base of the plant. Water the geranium well after
planting.

Watering Geraniums

Geraniums need regular watering, but it is important to avoid overwatering.
Allow the soil to dry out slightly between watering, and water deeply when
you do. Avoid getting water on the leaves, as this can lead to fungal
diseases.

Geraniums are drought-tolerant and can survive with less water in dry
periods. However, they will bloom more profusely if they are watered
regularly.

Fertilizing Geraniums

Geraniums benefit from regular fertilization during the growing season. Use
a balanced fertilizer, such as a 10-10-10 formula, and fertilize the plants
every two to three weeks.

Avoid over fertilizing, as this can lead to leggy growth and reduced
flowering.

Pruning Geraniums



Pruning geraniums helps to promote branching and encourage more
flowers. Pinch back the tips of the stems regularly throughout the growing
season to keep the plants compact and bushy.

Deadhead spent flowers to prevent the plant from putting energy into seed
production. This will encourage the geranium to produce more flowers.

Overwintering Geraniums

In cold climates, geraniums need to be protected from the winter cold. Dig
up the plants in the fall and store them in a cool, dark place, such as a
basement or garage.

Water the geraniums sparingly during the winter months. In the spring,
bring the plants back outside and gradually introduce them to the sunlight.

Troubleshooting Common Geranium Problems

Geraniums are generally disease-resistant plants, but they can be
susceptible to a few common problems:

Aphids: These small, green insects can infest geraniums and suck the
sap from the leaves. Control aphids by spraying the plants with a
strong stream of water or using an insecticidal soap.

Whiteflies: These tiny, white insects can also infest geraniums. They
feed on the undersides of the leaves, causing the leaves to turn yellow
and drop off. Control whiteflies by using a systemic insecticide.

Botrytis blight: This fungal disease can cause the leaves and stems
of geraniums to rot. Prevent botrytis blight by watering the plants at the



base and avoiding getting water on the leaves. Remove any infected
plant material.

Geraniums are beautiful and easy-to-grow flowers that can brighten up any
garden or patio. By following the tips in this guide, you can ensure that your
geraniums thrive and produce an abundance of vibrant blooms season
after season.
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