The Failure of Corporate School Reform:
Critical Interventions

Corporate school reform has been a major force in education policy for
over two decades. Its proponents have argued that it can improve student
achievement, close achievement gaps, and make schools more efficient.
However, a growing body of research has shown that corporate school
reform has failed to deliver on its promises. In fact, it has often exacerbated
educational inequality and undermined democratic values.

This article examines the failure of corporate school reform. We will begin
by providing a brief overview of the history and key features of corporate
school reform. We will then discuss the evidence of its failure, drawing on
research and case studies. Finally, we will conclude by calling for a
renewed commitment to public education and democratic principles in
order to address the challenges facing our schools.

Corporate school reform emerged in the 1980s as a response to concerns
about declining student achievement and rising costs. Proponents of
corporate school reform argued that the private sector could provide more
efficient and effective educational services than the public sector.
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Key features of corporate school reform include:

Increased choice and competition. Corporate school reform policies
often promote school choice, allowing parents to choose from a variety
of public and private schools. This is often accompanied by increased
competition between schools, as they compete for students and
funding.

Increased accountability. Corporate school reform policies also often
emphasize accountability, with schools being held responsible for
student achievement. This is often measured through standardized
testing.

Increased privatization. Corporate school reform policies often lead
to increased privatization of education, with private companies playing
a greater role in the operation of public schools.

There is a growing body of research that shows that corporate school

reform has failed to deliver on its promises. In fact, it has often exacerbated

educational inequality and undermined democratic values.

Corporate school reform policies have been shown to exacerbate

educational inequality. This is because they often lead to increased

segregation, with students from wealthy families attending better schools

than students from poor families. This is due to a number of factors,

including:
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School choice policies. School choice policies allow parents to
choose from a variety of public and private schools. However, this
often leads to increased segregation, as wealthy families can afford to
send their children to better schools.

Increased accountability. Accountability policies, such as
standardized testing, often lead to increased pressure on schools to
focus on teaching to the test. This can lead to a narrowing of the
curriculum and a decrease in the quality of instruction. This is
especially harmful to students from low-income families, who are more
likely to attend schools with fewer resources.

Increased privatization. Increased privatization of education can lead
to a decrease in the quality of education for all students. This is
because private companies are often more interested in making a
profit than in providing a quality education.

Corporate school reform policies also often undermine democratic values.

This is because they often lead to increased top-down control of education

and a decrease in the voice of parents and teachers. This is due to a

number of factors, including:

Increased standardization. Corporate school reform policies often
lead to increased standardization of education. This means that all
schools are required to teach the same curriculum and use the same
assessments. This can stifle creativity and innovation, and it can make
it difficult for schools to meet the needs of their students.

Increased testing. Corporate school reform policies often lead to
increased testing. This can be stressful for students and teachers, and



it can take away from valuable instructional time. It can also lead to a
narrowing of the curriculum, as schools focus on teaching to the test.

= Increased privatization. Increased privatization of education can lead
to a decrease in the voice of parents and teachers. This is because
private companies are often not accountable to the public.

The evidence is clear: corporate school reform has failed to deliver on its
promises. In fact, it has often exacerbated educational inequality and
undermined democratic values. It is time for a renewed commitment to
public education and democratic principles in order to address the
challenges facing our schools.

We need to invest in our public schools and ensure that all students have
access to a quality education. We need to give parents and teachers a
greater voice in education policy. And we need to hold our schools
accountable for the quality of education they provide.

Only by taking these steps can we ensure that all students have the
opportunity to succeed in school and in life.
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Paper Blood: Two of the Ink Sigil

By D.S. Otis In the world of Paper Blood, vampires and humans live side
by side, but not always in peace. The vampires are a secretive and...

Starting Up: Critical Lessons from 10 New
Schools

Starting a new school is a daunting task, but it can also be an incredibly
rewarding one. In this article, we will examine the critical lessons
learned...
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