
The Jewish King Lear: An Adaptation by
Jacob Gordin
The Jewish King Lear is an adaptation of Shakespeare's King Lear by
Jacob Gordin. The play was first performed in 1892 and has since been
performed around the world. The play tells the story of Reb Shemuel, a
wealthy Jewish merchant who divides his property among his three
daughters. When his daughters mistreat him, he is forced to wander the
streets as a beggar.
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Gordin's adaptation of King Lear is notable for its realistic portrayal of
Jewish life in the late 19th century. The play includes many scenes of
everyday life, such as a family dinner, a wedding, and a funeral. Gordin
also uses the play to explore the themes of anti-Semitism and social
injustice.
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The Jewish King Lear has been praised for its powerful performances and
its moving portrayal of the human condition. The play has been compared
to other great works of literature, such as Tolstoy's War and Peace and
Dostoevsky's Crime and Punishment.

Characters

Reb Shemuel: A wealthy Jewish merchant

Gitel: His eldest daughter

Esther: His middle daughter

Rivkeh: His youngest daughter

Yankel: Gitel's husband

Moishe: Esther's husband

Avrom: Rivkeh's husband

The Fool: A mysterious figure who provides commentary on the action
of the play

Plot

The play begins with Reb Shemuel dividing his property among his three
daughters. Gitel, the eldest, receives the most property, followed by Esther,
and then Rivkeh. Reb Shemuel then asks his daughters to promise to take
care of him in his old age. Gitel and Esther agree, but Rivkeh refuses.

Reb Shemuel is angered by Rivkeh's refusal, and he curses her. He then
leaves home and goes to live with Gitel and her husband. Gitel and her
husband treat Reb Shemuel well, but Esther and her husband are not as
kind. Rivkeh, meanwhile, is filled with remorse for her actions.



One day, Reb Shemuel is visited by the Fool. The Fool tells Reb Shemuel
that he has been foolish to trust his daughters. Reb Shemuel is angered by
the Fool's words, but he eventually comes to realize that the Fool is right.

Reb Shemuel leaves Gitel's house and goes to live with Esther and her
husband. Esther and her husband treat Reb Shemuel even worse than
Gitel and her husband. Reb Shemuel is forced to wander the streets as a
beggar.

One day, Reb Shemuel meets Rivkeh. Rivkeh is now a poor woman, and
she is filled with remorse for her actions. She begs Reb Shemuel to forgive
her, and he does.

Reb Shemuel and Rivkeh go to live together in a small cottage. They are
poor, but they are content. Reb Shemuel has learned that true happiness is
not found in wealth or possessions, but in love and forgiveness.

Themes

The Jewish King Lear explores a number of themes, including:

* The importance of family: The play shows how a family can be torn
apart by greed and selfishness. * The dangers of anti-Semitism: The play
shows how anti-Semitism can lead to persecution and violence. * The
power of redemption: The play shows how even the most wicked people
can find redemption.

Legacy

The Jewish King Lear is a powerful and moving play that has resonated
with audiences for over a century. The play has been praised for its realistic



portrayal of Jewish life, its exploration of important themes, and its powerful
performances. The Jewish King Lear is a valuable addition to the canon of
Yiddish literature and a must-see for anyone interested in Jewish theater.
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A scene from the play The Jewish King Lear
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Paper Blood: Two of the Ink Sigil
By D.S. Otis In the world of Paper Blood, vampires and humans live side
by side, but not always in peace. The vampires are a secretive and...

Starting Up: Critical Lessons from 10 New
Schools
Starting a new school is a daunting task, but it can also be an incredibly
rewarding one. In this article, we will examine the critical lessons
learned...

FREE

https://critique.mamanbook.com/book/Paper%20Blood%20Two%20of%20the%20Ink%20Sigil.pdf
https://critique.mamanbook.com/book/Paper%20Blood%20Two%20of%20the%20Ink%20Sigil.pdf
https://critique.mamanbook.com/book/Starting%20Up%20Critical%20Lessons%20from%2010%20New%20Schools.pdf
https://critique.mamanbook.com/book/Starting%20Up%20Critical%20Lessons%20from%2010%20New%20Schools.pdf
https://critique.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjVoSmNzRWJBK0JFOGhiODF0cGZuNlwvQjFYcDNNN1FvbUhNOU5LTlE3MWNKN1Bxam5rZDZaUkJpRVdidlpBMVZ5N1NRUFwvWlZ1ZkFzUE5DT0xHQ0Rpalg0N3ZPTUI2SlVnMDdFdmMrbjJXYmVoVkpjblJSQXVzQ2Z0dytjUVwvME43SXN0K09CdFdNbG9lKzVBdllydVZnbEdRcWZ6NTVXYUhua2JPSWs2eGI2blZZVTcwRWQ4RnFiTkVkaFpibzVKVU12TTNHMWl0cnp1S2JKS0daZExhNUpBZW1XZ1VyZGtCT2g3VmlqOXNqdkJEak41em1hWEh0aHc2eXZtNUtRZVJjanI1Nis3SFBVYlJnZ2dtTXdkeHNnPT0iLCJpdiI6IjhiNzkxNmVmZmVjM2FkZTEyNjM4NWFmNjUxZDgzY2EzIiwicyI6IjFhYTI4NGM5N2RmYThiZTgifQ%3D%3D

